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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

LUIS GONZALEZ, 747-7477

Point the finger somewhere else

BY LUIS GONZALEZ
The Prospector

Greg Hardy is
a bad guy. That
should have been
evident to anyone who took the
time to inform
themselves about
the whole situation surrounding
the Dallas Cowboys’ defensive end.
Getting arrested and convicted for assaulting your girlfriend by throwing
her against a wall, onto a bed full of
assault rifles and threatening her life
is not a good thing. The only reason
Hardy is not in jail is because after being found guilty he appealed and paid
his ex-girlfriend to drop the charges.
After serving a suspension, Hardy
was signed by the Dallas Cowboys.
From the time he returned to the
spotlight, both the Cowboys and Hardy have been showered with criticism.
Last week though, pictures of the aftermath of the confrontation that got
Hardy in trouble with the law came to
light and the criticism just exploded.
I am not here to defend Greg Hardy,
who as I said is a bad person. He is
immature, insensitive, among other
many different negative adjectives
that he has been called during the
last year or so, and he has done absolutely nothing to correct or prove
those perceptions wrong. In fact,
ever since he returned to the spotlight, Hardy has done nothing but
confirm those negative adjectives.
Jerry Jones and the Cowboys have not
helped either, calling Hardy a leader—which, let’s be honest, was just
a way of defending their employee,
albeit in a bad way, but they have to
support him, he’s part of the team.
People are clamoring for Jones
to cut him now, denouncing Jones
as a terrible person for employing this despicable human being.
Here is the thing though, putting aside the fact that once again
we need visual evidence to get up in
arms about a despicable incident, why
should Hardy not be allowed to play
football? Why are we mad at the NFL
and Jones for letting him play football?
Hardy has every right in the world
to play football, because he is good
at it, and according to our judicial
system he has done nothing wrong.

If there is something to criticize it
is the fact that a guy like this is allowed to go unpunished because he
has a lot of money. The way I asked
it, with incidents like those involving
Ray Rice, Adrian Peterson and others before them, if the law does not
punish them, why should we expect
the NFL or its teams to punish them?
Again, I am not defending Hardy—I can’t stress that enough.
Our law system said Hardy did not
do anything wrong, and If he is not in
jail, he has every right to be playing for
the Dallas Cowboys or any other team,
the way he has the right to have any
other job, the right to make a living.
We act as if playing in the NFL or
any other professional sport for that
matter is a privilege and it is not.
The same way being a doctor is not
a privilege or being a lawyer is not a
privilege. It’s not like these guys woke
up with all of this talent and just said
I am going to play football and get
paid for it. No matter how talented
a guy is, to get to that level there are
sacrifices and hard work they must
put in in order to deserve that check.
Everybody has a right to not like
him, to not root for him; in fact I’m
glad most of our society doesn’t.
Could you choose not to support
Hardy? Of course! The same way a
Catholic may change doctors when
he or she finds out that said doctor supports abortion. The same
way you can choose not to hire a
lawyer with a shady record or not
shop at a store that uses child labor.
Could the NFL and the Cowboys choose to cut ties with Hardy? Yes, if they deem his conduct,
past and present, to be detrimental
to the league—the way the NBA
chose to get rid of Donald Sterling, who did nothing wrong except to make the league look bad.
To the world, outside of football,
Hardy is a terrible human being.
But the fact that the Cowboys pay
him to play football is really not.
Sure there is a moral argument to be
made in hiring a guy like this, but we
shouldn’t be looking to Jones to impose justice. Look to the system, that
which is truly responsible for Hardy
being able to suit up every Sunday.
Luis Gonzalez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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EDITOR

JAVIER CORTEZ, 747-7477

Miners look to get back to .500 on the road against Old Dominion

MICHAELA ROMAN / THE PROSPECTOR
The UTEP football team defeated the Rice Owls this past Saturday for the first time in five years.

BY JUAN CARLOS NAVARRETE
The Prospector
After a 24-21 home win against
the Rice Owls this past Saturday, the
UTEP football team will travel to
Norfolk, Virginia, to take on Old Dominion on Nov. 14. The Miners and
Old Dominion are both getting to

the later part of the season with their
bowl hopes still alive.
The 24-21 win over Rice should be a
morale booster after losing three of their
last four games. It was the Miners’ first
win over Rice since the 2010 season.
“Rice is kind of our nemesis and
team we’ve been tying to chase that
had been to several straight bowl

games,” said UTEP head coach Sean
Kugler. “And to get an opportunity
to get a win at home in front of the
UTEP fans was outstanding.”
The Miners, who are 4-5 and 2-3
in conference play, will be facing off
against an Old Dominion team with
the same record. Both of these teams

are going to need a win on Saturday
to keep their potential bowl bids alive.
“They’re in the exact boat that we
are, much like Rice was last week,”
Kugler said. “We need to gain headto-head on them. They’re 4-5 (overall), 2-3 in Conference USA, and we
and them are battling for the same
bowl position. So it’s a very important
game for both teams.”
The Miners need to win two of their
next three games and Old Dominion
could be the start of that, when considering they will face off against La.
Tech, who is first in the Conference
USA West division at 7-3 and 5-1.
A win against Old Dominion would
earn the Miners the luxury of a potential loss before playing the worst team
in the conference, North Texas, who is
at 1-8 and 1-5 in conference play.
The Miners have played Old Dominion only once since the school
launched its football program with a
42-35 win at the Sun Bowl last season.
The Miners will have to try to stop
the top-ranked rusher in Conference
USA; sophomore Ray Lawry.
The Miners’ running game proved
to be a big improvement last week
when they beat Rice. Running back
Jerimiah Laufasa got injured at the
end of the game, which left the Miners with their fourth-string running
back, and even their back-up quarterback, Kavika Johnson to run the ball.
“We are down to our fourth-string
tailback,” Kugler said. “I’m actually
going to use Kavika Johnson some at

tailback this week. He’s fresh and he
needs to get some opportunities.”
Quarterback Mack Leftwich and
the Miner offense have been improving every week and the offense as a
whole is starting to balance out.
“Offensively, some of the things
we’ve talked about prior to that game
we needed to do to win was to protect the football,” Kugler said. “Again
for the third-straight week with Mack
(Leftwich) at quarterback, we’ve had
no interceptions.”
This game can come down to which
offense gets the ball last; both of these
defenses have not been able to stop
many teams.
The Miners will have to rely on
their offense to put points on the
board early against ODU to get momentum early in the game. The Miners can accomplish a lot against the
107th defense in the nation in points
allowed. The Miners are facing a team
that allows 35.4 points per game.
“We were 2-4 and just got our butts
whipped at FIU. Since coming off the
bye week, these kids have done nothing but work and fight,” Kugler said.
“So I’m starting to find out this team’s
leadership and this team’s character
much like we did last year.”
The early struggles the Miners went
through during the beginning of the
season can all be forgotten with a
bowl game.
Juan Carlos Navarrete may be reached at
theprospectordaily.sports@gmail.com.

Starr Breedlove looks to make an impact after sitting out
BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector

ANDRES MARTINEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Guard Star Breedlove will be a key piece for the UTEP women’s basketball team this year.

After sitting out an entire season
last year because of the NCAA transfer rules, guard Starr Breedlove returns to the UTEP women’s basketball
team this season. Spending her senior
season in the Sun City, Breedlove will
use her quick agility to add depth to
the Miners’ core.
In her opening game with the Miners, the Louisville transfer totaled
15 points against the St. Mary’s Rattlers. With the hot start, the 5-foot-six
guard is expected to have a promising
year for the Miners.
“I think this season feels really good
for her,” UTEP head coach Keitha Adams said. “I think it felt good for her
to be back on the floor. Anytime you
don’t play for a year, you get the game
taken away from you. It feels great
when you get back in the mix.”
Breedlove rejoined the team this
off-season and will see many minutes
on the floor as a starter for the team.
“Missing out for the whole year
was kind of tough, but I just stuck it
and I’m actually anxious to play now,”
Breedlove said. “To put a ball in my
hand and actually know I’m playing,
it feels good. Instead of practicing and
knowing I’m not going to play. “
The Louisville transfer sought new
beginnings when she decided to come
to El Paso.
“I felt like I needed a new start,”
Breedlove said. “I was coming off
my concussion and I needed a
fresh start.”
Even though UTEP was not on her
top choices of schools to go to at first,
Breedlove decided to take a chance,
which she would later not regret, by
choosing to be a Miner.

“The coaches (are what brought me
here),” Breedlove said. “Coach Adams
has been recruiting me since I was
a freshman in high school, and she
always kept in contact. This time, I
thought, let me give it a shot, and I’ve
never looked back ever since.”
In her time on the squad, Breedlove has made an impression on not
only the coaches, but also her fellow
teammates.
“I like Starr a lot, she’s quick,” guard
Jenzel Nash said. “It’s nice to know
that you have somebody out there
that can run and throw the ball. She’s
good at getting the ball up the court.
She sees the floor well.”
Prior to the Miners, Breedlove appeared in nine games for Louisville.
In the nine games, she played 43 minutes and made 3-of-4 shots and hit
4-of-4 free throw attempts.
Breedlove’s first time with a colligate squad was with Trinity Valley Community College, where
she led her team to the NJCAA
championship. During the 201112 season, Breedlove averaged
9.4 points, 6.3 assists and 3.4 rebounds with Trinity Valley.
“She’s got good experience, we
watched her play at Trinity Valley,”
Adams said. “She helped them win a
national championship. She’s a very
good guard, she can shoot the ball,
good decision maker and brings
experience.”
Taking on a major role can be difficult, especially for someone who
has sat out a year from the sport.
However, Adams describes Breedlove’s role as one that revolves around
leadership.
“What we ask from all of our point
guards is to be a boss out there on the
floor in terms of telling our team what

we’re in offensively and defensively,”
Adams said. “I look for our point
guards to echo me. I communicate to
them and they communicate to the
other players. Giving directions and
playing hard.”
Nash, who named C-USA SixthPlayer of the Year in the 2013-14 season is known for her offensive and
defensive expertise off the bench,
admires the balanced ball play Breedlove brings to the squad.
“She’s a good defender,” Nash
added. “She can also create her own
shot. She knows how to create and get
the ball out to her other teammates.
Overall I think she’s a great player.”
Finding herself as one of the role
players, Breedlove has discovered
that for this season, she will bring
her experience to the table and hopes
to continue to perform as an impact
player.
“My role on this team is basically
to lead the team,” Breedlove said.
“My role is to find success and
have success.”
To finish her last year of colligate
basketball, the senior transfer has
high goals for this season, and expects
to go out with a bang.
“(My goals at UTEP are) to graduate and to win a National Championship,” Breedlove adds.
Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

